
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLS, a global French company, 
acquires the American company 

WOODS HOLE GROUP 
 
CLS, a leading French satellite-services specialist, subsidiary of the French Space Agency (CNES), 
ARDIAN (an independent investment company) and IFREMER (the French research institute for 
exploitation of the sea) is pleased to announce the acquisition of Woods Hole Group, an American 
company specialized in sustainable and resilient solutions for coastal sciences and engineering, applied 
ecology, oceanography and measurement systems. By acquiring Woods Hole Group, CLS, specialized in 
environmental monitoring, can now offer complete solutions including field equipment and services, data 
analysis, modeling, environmental assessment and related expertise to its customers. CLS thus confirms 
its position as a leading international player in environmental services. 

CLS Press Officer: Amélie PROUST-ALBRAND aproust@cls.fr 0033 (0)6 62 80 45 92 
Woods Hole Group Press Contact: Catherine MOREY cmorey@whgrp.com +1 (508) 540-8080 

 

CLS 
CLS, a worldwide company, united by a vision: imagine and deploy space-based solutions to understand and protect our 
Planet for a sustainable management of its resources, has acquired Woods Hole Group, Inc., a US-based and internationally 
operating organization with complementary environmental, scientific, and engineering consulting services.CLS has a 
workforce of 650 employees, present in 26 sites around the world through subsidiaries and offices. CLS is active in 6 
strategic sectors: Environmental Monitoring, Sustainable Management of Fisheries, Maritime Surveillance, Energy & Mining, 
Fleet Management and Space & Ground Segment. CLS provides satellite–based services for geopositioning and 
environmental data collection (data from 80,000 transmitters are processed each month: drifting buoys, animals, fishing and 
merchant ships, etc.). It also observes oceans and inland waters (more than 20 instruments carried on satellites send 
information from the oceans to CLS on a daily basis), and monitors terrestrial and maritime activities (CLS processes more 
than 10,000 radar images each year).  www.cls.fr 
 
Woods Hole Group  
Woods Hole Group is a complementary, multi-disciplinary 
organization.  Oceanographers focus on port, harbor, and ocean 
measurement systems and design criteria studies, while ecologists 
perform ecological risk, vulnerability, and environmental impact 
assessments.  Coastal scientists and engineers develop turnkey 
engineering designs for wetland habitat restoration and shoreline 
protection, while incorporating resilient adaptations for managing future 
risk.  Emerging services and technologies include computer models 
simulating dynamic sea level rise and overland storm inundation risk, 
along with real-time ocean observation systems delivering data from remote sites to the desktop.  The company has a strong 
reputation for high quality services, a dynamic team ethic, and strong technical capabilities. www.woodsholegroup.com 
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Joined Forces 
Christophe Vassal, CEO of CLS : “We have great expectations regarding the success of the future services that will benefit 
from the synergy between CLS and Woods Hole Group. We have complementary products, solutions and services. While 
Woods Hole Group brings expertise in coastal and ecological expertise, and sub-surface measurement systems, CLS offers 
30 years of experience in ocean surface observation, data collection, data processing and data dissemination. We are 
already strongly involved in measuring the impact of climate change (calculation of sea level rise, observation of a changing 
ocean, tracking of mishandled fauna) and we complete this observation by the local and coastal climate change modeling 
expertise of Woods Hole Group. This fusion of capabilities meets CLS and Woods Hole Group client needs which are 
increasingly demanding.  With Woods Hole Group, the expanded CLS Group offers unique capabilities to meet Client needs.” 
 
Future   
Woods Hole Group employs just under 50 people with 2016 sales of nearly $10M. CLS has a turnover of $120M in 2016 and 
plans to increase it to more than $135M in 2017. The group, which has been achieving strong growth in recent years, has set 
ambitious goals to pursue developing new markets with CLS. 
 
ABOUT CNES  
The French Space Agency (CNES), a public establishment of an industrial and commercial nature, is responsible for helping 
the French government determine and implement space policy within Europe. As such it 'invents' space systems for the 
future, masters all space techniques and ensures that France has autonomous access to space. A major player in European 
space, CNES puts forward proposals for ensuring that France and Europe stay among the leaders in worldwide space 
competition. CNES also represents France within the European Space Agency (ESA). It collaborates with scientific and 
industrial partners with whom it carries out the space programmes it has designed. It is involved in several international 
projects which are fundamental for any far-reaching space policy. www.cnes.fr 
 
ABOUT ARDIAN 
Ardian, which was founded in 1996 and is run by Dominique Senequier, is a leading independent investment company which 
manages and/or acts as consultant for 50 billion dollars of assets in Europe, North America and Asia. The company has 
always based its strategy on the entrepreneurial spirit and offers its international investors a better return on investment while 
contributing to the growth of companies throughout the world. Ardian's investment philosophy is based on three principles,: 
excellence, loyalty and the entrepreneurial spirit. Ardian's employees make up the biggest group of shareholders. Indeed 
80% of them have chosen to invest in the company, thus expressing their confidence in the strategy implemented by its 
executive board. 
 
Ardian draws on a substantial international network, with more than 350 employees working in ten offices in Beijing, 
Frankfurt, Jersey, London, Luxembourg, Milan, New York, Paris, Singapore and Zurich. The company offers its 350 investors 
a diversified portfolio of funds covering all categories of assets, with Direct Funds including Infrastructure, Mid Cap Buyout, 
Expansion, Ardian Growth, joint investment, the Fund of Funds (primary, early secondary and secondary) and Private Debt. 
www.ardian-investment.com 
 
ABOUT IFREMER 
Ifremer, the French research institute for exploitation of the sea, contributes through its work and expertise to our knowledge 
of the oceans and their resources, monitoring of the marine and coastal environments, and sustainable development of 
maritime activities. In pursuit of its goals, it designs and implements tools for observation, experimenting and monitoring and 
manages oceanographic data bases. It also runs a significant part of the oceanographic fleet, including all of the submarine 
activities and heavy mobile equipment (seismic instruments, penetrometers, etc.). Founded in 1984, Ifremer is a public 
establishment of an industrial and commercial nature (EPIC) placed under the joint supervision of the Ministries of Higher 
Education and Research and Ecology, Sustainable development and Energy. www.ifremer.fr 
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